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Introduction:

The cultural and artistic interactions between Safavid Iran and Mughal India constitute a
significant example of artistic exchange in the Islamic world. During the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, political relations, diplomatic contacts, and the migration of
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Persian artists facilitated the transmission of Persian miniature painting traditions to the
Mughal court. These traditions encompassed not only stylistic features but also artistic
knowledge, workshop organization, manuscript production, educational methods, and
aesthetic principles. Although Mughal painting was initially strongly influenced by the
Tabriz and Qazvin schools, it developed through interaction with indigenous Indian visual
culture, imperial ideology, and selected European artistic influences. Despite extensive
studies on Safavid and Mughal painting, the mechanisms of transmission,
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institutionalization, adaptation, and creative reconstruction of Persian traditions within
the Mughal context have received comparatively limited attention. Therefore, this study
examines these mechanisms and explains how Persian artistic traditions were
transformed through intercultural interaction into the distinctive visual identity of the
Mughal school of painting.

The Purpose of the Research:

This study aims to analyze the transmission and creative reconstruction of Persian
miniature painting traditions within the Mughal court. It seeks to explain the historical,
political, cultural, and artistic mechanisms that facilitated this process and to clarify how
these mechanisms contributed to the emergence of the Mughal school of painting as an
independent artistic tradition. Rather than interpreting Mughal painting simply as a
continuation of Persian art, the research examines the intercultural processes through
which Persian artistic principles were adapted, transformed, and integrated into a new
visual language.

Methodology:

This research is fundamental in nature and employs a historical-artistic approach using
descriptive and analytical methods. Data were collected through documentary and
library-based research, including Persian and English scholarly publications, historical
documents, museum catalogues, manuscripts, and specialized literature on Islamic art
and Persian miniature painting. The findings were interpreted through qualitative
analysis and inductive reasoning. By combining historical evidence with visual analysis,
the study identifies recurring patterns of artistic continuity, adaptation, and
reconstruction that explain how Persian miniature painting became the principal artistic
foundation for the Mughal school while simultaneously acquiring new aesthetic
characteristics shaped by the cultural environment of the Indian subcontinent.

Findings and Discussion:

The findings indicate that the transmission of Persian miniature painting to Mughal India
was a gradual, multidimensional, and institutionally supported process shaped by
political relations, diplomatic exchanges, artist migration, the widespread use of Persian,
and sustained imperial patronage. The migration of painters such as Mir Sayyid Ali and
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Abd al-Samad Shirazi was particularly decisive, as they reorganized imperial workshops,
introduced Persian methods of artistic education, trained local painters, supervised
manuscript production, and transmitted the aesthetic principles of Safavid royal ateliers.
Comparative analysis shows that early Mughal works adopted essential Safavid
characteristics, including balanced composition, harmonious colors, refined figure
drawing, manuscript decoration, and spatial organization, confirming the formative
influence of the Tabriz and Qazvin schools. However, Mughal painting gradually moved
beyond direct imitation. Through interaction with indigenous Indian traditions, imperial
ideology, and selected European influences, Persian conventions were creatively adapted
and reconstructed, resulting in greater emphasis on portraiture, historical narrative,
naturalistic representation, and spatial realism while retaining Persian structural
foundations. Accordingly, the relationship between Persian and Mughal painting should
be understood as intercultural dialogue rather than one-way influence. The principal
finding is that the Mughal school emerged through a dynamic process of artistic
transmission, institutional support, cultural interaction, and creative reconstruction,
producing an independent visual identity.

Conclusion:

This study demonstrates that the Mughal school of painting emerged through the
transmission, adaptation, and creative reconstruction of Persian miniature traditions
rather than simple imitation. Artist migration, imperial workshops, royal patronage, and
cultural exchanges between Safavid Iran and Mughal India provided the foundations for
this transformation and the emergence of an independent Mughal visual identity.The
main contribution of the study is its interpretation of artistic transmission as a
multidimensional intercultural process involving artistic migration, workshop
organization, education, and creative adaptation. The study is limited by its reliance on
documentary sources and selected representative paintings and restricted access to
some original manuscripts and museum collections.Future research may compare
Mughal painting with the Deccan and Rajput schools and employ digital image analysis,
manuscript studies, and laboratory research to further clarify the transmission,
transformation, and authenticity of artistic traditions.
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Highlights:

- The transmission of Iranian painting traditions to the Mughal court occurred through artist migration, royal workshops, and
sustained cultural interactions between Safavid Iran and Mughal India.

- Mughal painting emerged through the creative re-creation and adaptation of Persian miniature traditions rather than through
direct imitation.

- Comparative analysis of selected miniatures demonstrates the gradual transformation of Persian artistic principles into an
independent Mughal visual identity.
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