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Introduction:

Globalization, through the expansion of economic, social, and cultural flows, has
transformed the structure and function of contemporary cities, particularly global cities.
However, the benefits and opportunities generated by globalization are not distributed
equally among social groups and urban spaces, leading to the emergence of spatial
inequalities. In this context, equitable access to spaces, amenities, and cultural
experiences—as a crucial dimension of urban life—demands serious attention to spatial
justice. Therefore, examining the relationship between globalization, spatial justice, and
access to cultural experience can contribute to a better understanding of the prerequisites
for realizing more just and inclusive global cities.

The Purpose of the Research:

The objective of this study is to investigate spatial justice in access to cultural experience
within global cities in the context of globalization. To this end, drawing upon Fainstein’s
"Just City" theory and its three core dimensions—equity, democracy, and diversity—the
indicators associated with spatial justice in access to cultural experience are examined.
Adopting a comparative approach, this research analyzes the global cities of London and
New York, seeking to identify and prioritize relevant indicators while elucidating the
similarities and differences between the two cities from the perspective of spatial justice
in access to cultural experience.

Methodology:

In terms of approach, this study employs a mixed-methods (quantitative—qualitative)
design, and in terms of nature, it is analytical and applied. In the qualitative phase,
necessary data were collected through documentary and library research, from which
components related to globalization, spatial justice, and access to cultural experience
were extracted. In the quantitative phase, indicators associated with the three
dimensions of equity, democracy, and diversity were evaluated; factor analysis and Partial
Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM) were utilized for their analysis and
prioritization. Finally, the results were applied to perform a comparative analysis of the
global cities of London and New York.

Findings and Discussion:

The research findings indicate that in both London and New York, equity, diversity, and
democracy—as the three core dimensions of the Just City—are significant in evaluating
spatial justice in access to cultural experience; however, the relative importance of
individual indicators differs between the two cities. In London, indicators related to low-
income housing provision, affordable housing stock, and preventing unnecessary
household displacement exhibited greater importance. Conversely, in New York,
affordable housing stock, low-income housing provision, and consideration for workers'
and employees' interests ranked higher. The results demonstrate that equity in resource
distribution, support for underprivileged groups, and attention to diverse social groups
play a vital role in realizing a Just City.

Conclusion:

The final results of the study indicate that achieving spatial justice in access to cultural
experience within global cities requires concurrent attention to equity, democracy, and
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diversity. A comparison between London and New York demonstrates that although both
cities possess extensive cultural capacities, their social, economic, historical, and spatial
disparities account for differing priorities among spatial justice indicators. Accordingly,
enhancing equitable access to cultural experience necessitates a fairer distribution of
resources and opportunities, support for underprivileged groups, recognition of social and
cultural diversity, and the creation of suitable conditions for various groups to benefit
from cultural amenities and spaces.
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Highlight

- The findings of this research show that spatial justice in urban planning should also encompass equitable access to cultural
experiences, rather than being limited to the distribution of urban services and facilities.

- The application of Fainstein’s three dimensions of equity, democracy, and diversity provides a framework for operationalizing
the concept of the just city and evaluating it.

- The comparison of London and New York also shows that the social, economic, and cultural characteristics of each city influence
the realization of spatial justice and the priority of its indicators.
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Rank The World According to GaWC (2024)
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City 2024 rank 2023 rank 2022rank 2021rank 2020rank 2019rank A 2023-2024

New York 1 1 1 1 1 1 0
London 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

Paris 3 3 3 3 3 3 0
Tokyo 4 4 4 4 4 4 0
Siqgapore 5 7 9 9 9 6 +2
Beijing 6 5 5 6 5 9 -1

Los Angeles 7 8 6 5 7 7 +
Shanghai 8 13 16 10 12 19 45
Hong Kong 9 10 10 7 6 5 e
Chicago 10 n 7 8 8 8 +
;eot:l n 4 13 17 17 13 +3 =
Toronto 12 15 18 20 19 17 +3
Madrid 13 12 19 19 16 15 » -1

San Francisco 14 17 15 n 13 22 +3
Washington, D.C. 15 19 12 14 10 10 +4
Brussels D 16 6 n 16 14 12 | ~1(;
Melbourne 17 9 8 12 18 16 -8
Sydney 18 18 7 15 1 n o
Istanbul 19 25 28 27 34 26 f +6
Berlin 20 16 14 13 15 14 -4
Amsterdam 2 20 23 22 23 20 | -1
Barcelona 22 24 26 28 26 23 +2
Boston 23 26 20 2 2 2 +3
Dubai 24 23 22 27 27 27 -1
Miami 25 30 32 33 30 31 45
Moscow 26 il 21 18 20 18 [ j57
Vienna 27 29 30 25 22 25 +2
Milan 28 35 46 44 48 1 +7
ﬁl;enos;\lres 29 22 2; 327 257 2; | -7 I
Montreal 30 33 29 29 29 29 +3
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